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PRESERVATION

March 9, 2012
To: Planning and Development Committee

RE: Testimony in FAVOR of S.B. No. 342 (RAISED)} AN ACT CONCERNING
THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN INTERNET WEB SITE FOR THE WASHINGTON-
ROCHAMBEAU REVOLUTIONARY ROUTE NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL,

Testimony of Helen Higgins, Executive Director, Connecticut Trust for Historic

My name is Helen Higgins, and I am Executive Director of the Connecticut Trust for
Historic Preservation. The Trust is Connecticut's non-profit statewide preservation
organization, established by Special Act of the Connecticut General Assembly in
1975 (SA 93-75). It is committed to protecting and nourishing the vitality of
significant buildings and landscapes through grants, loans, on-site technical
preservation assistance, educational programs and publications,

The WASHINGTON-ROCHAMBEAU REVOLUTIONARY ROUTE NATIONAL HISTORIC
TRAIL (W3R NHT) became Federal Law in March of 2009.

Until now the National Park Service (NPS) has not invested in CT W3R NHT assets
and has not matched Connecticut’s public and private costs of maintaining or
developing assets associated with the W3R NHT. Developing a web site will be a
good first start of investment in this important historic asset.

This national trail is a tourism route from Boston and Newport to the East, and to
Philadelphia, Washington. Williamsburg and Yorktown to the South, The heritage is
beautifully preserved, Connecticut will have visitors from the other nine states and
DC along the route. As well as from Canada and France. Having web access to
information on the trail will be a big incentive to travel to Connecticut to enjoy the
trail and all the other historic assets associated with it.

For example, a web site can encourage visitors from in-state as well as out of state to
visit the Continental and French army encampments from early June to the End of
October that will stretch the entire route and be celebrated with festivals and re-
enactiments and be attractive to tourists.

Please support SB 342.
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